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Jan… You know how much I value conversations. Our friendship starts with one. 
You get off the train. I invite you to a modernist café, the freshly built Silesian hotel. 
You eat scrambled eggs. We have some coffee. One hour later you say: “I feel like we 
were classmates.” We talk, write, text, skype, chat, ever since.

We live in different realities. You know my story. I’m learning about yours. I could 
live in your library. I like it when you say: “Just wait, I’ll show you this book…” 
Or you ask: “And you sure know this?” holding out another one.

“Boston is education industry,” you say. “I wish I could say that about any of the 
Polish towns,” I reply. “My students need to meet real people, talk to designers, talk 
to your students, see the town. Can you help organize this?” you ask. “I sure can, 
Jan.”

And so our students organize the meeting, invite designers, prepare the itinerary 
of visiting Polish and German design studios, make presentations at the academy, 
museum trips, late nights in bars and clubs. They ramble around towns together 
until four in the morning.

At the newsagents I buy the “Books” magazine with Miłada Jędrysik’s article: “Will 
the Internet Kill Conversation?” The author quotes the book we had looked through 
in your office, Reclaiming Conversation by Sherry Turkle (2015): “(…) computers 
offer the illusion of companionship without the demands of friendship, without 
the demands of intimacy. Because face to face, people ask for things that computers 
never do. With people things go best if you pay close attention and know how to put 
yourself in one’s shoes. Real people demand responses to what they are feeling. And 
not just any response.” And another one, Danah Boyd’s It’s Complicated: The Social 
Lives of Networked Teens.

We design communication. We enjoy new tools. We develop them. They help us 
communicate fast. An article or a book takes three seconds to fly over the ocean. It 
takes me eleven hours to fly to Boston. I sit on the chair at your computer. I watch 
slides for your lecture. “Which of these do I give you?” you ask. “What would be 
good for your students?”

“Write something about conversations,” you say. So I am. EW
A
 S

A
TA

LE
CK

AIt is all about conversations… I was at MOTYF 2014, a motion design conference 
organized and chaired by Prof. Ewa Satalecka, that I shared with her my plan to 
bring a group of students from MassArt to Warsaw and Berlin for a journey to visit 
these two European cultural centers, not only as popular tourist destinations, but 
also to meet and interact with professionals from the field of communication design 
in both cities.

Poland and Germany are recognized internationally for their contemporary 
innovative graphic design and illustration, animation, motion graphics, and dynamic 
media design, as well as for their great contribution to the history of communication 
design. Historically, the Bauhaus and the Polish School of Poster are two most 
influential design traditions that have shaped the contemporary communication 
design. Both Warsaw and Berlin urban centers (roughly the distance from Boston to 
Philadelphia) have superb museums, galleries, palaces and churches that chronicle 
a rich European heritage and its complicated history.

Prof. Satalecka’s reaction was quick and straightforward. She suggested to do it 
together, and collaboratively work on the program for MassArt and her students 
from Polish-Japanese Academy of Information Technologies. The same day (yes, this 
is Prof. Satalecka’s modus operandi) she introduced me to Beata Czajkowska from 
ZnacZY się Fundation and they both convinced me to add Cracow to the itinerary, 
with which I gladly complied considering the benefits of their preliminary vision. 
And we began to exchange ideas of whom our students should meet and what 
format of interaction would be best… The concept of Patrząc / Watching / An sehen 
was born.

I was involved in a travel course before. My MassarT colleague, Prof. Elizabeth 
Resnick, invited me to partner with her in developing a similar course to The 
Netherlands a couple of years ago. Bringing American students to Europe is itself 
a profound learning experience for them. But bringing students of communication 
design department — graphic designers, illustrators, animators — and engaging 
them in direct interactions with European professionals, and educators, and 
students, elevated their experience to a different level.

That idea of a conversation is what makes a difference. A conversation between 
young people growing in different cultures… Between students of the same 
disciplines but learning within different curricular philosophies… Between students 
and professionals operating within different markets… Between global and local 
visual languages… Between familiar and unfamiliar… It is all about conversations.
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COUPLE OF POSTERS
“BORROWED” FROM

STREETS

9 DESIGN STUDIOS

11 GALLERIES/MUSEUMS7 DAYS

2 HOTELS 1 THEFT ATTEMPT!

1 TICKET FINE

1 TATTOO DONE

2 BIRTHDAYS

1.5 H FLIGHT 
FROM CRACOW

9 H BUS TRIP 
FROM WARSAW

CURRY WURST! 

1 WALL PAINTED

29 FEMALE STUDENTS 8 MALE STUDENTS1

2

34

5

6

7
8

10 11

12

13 14 15

16

17
18 

19

20

21

22

24

 25 
26

27

29

30

31

32

33

34

35

36

38

9

38

23

28

2 km / 1.2 mi

 1. Smart–hostel
 2. Edenspiekermann studio
 3. LucasFonts studio
 4. art+com studio
 5. Burgermeister
 6. Branderburg Gate
 7. Pergamon Museum
 8. DDR Museum
 9. Berggruen gallery
 10. Museum of Photography
 11 . Bauhaus Archive 
 12. Mauerpark (legal graffiti)
 13. Central Coach Station
 14. Zoologische Garten
 15. Film Museum

 1 6. Museum of Letters
 17. Warshauer street 
 18. Blu mural
 19. Os Gemeos mural
 20. Berlin Skatehalle 
 21 . Roa mural   
 22. Museum of Things 
 23. Murphy’s Irish Pub
 24. Curry 61 (currywurst)
 25. Victor Ash mural
 26. Roa mural 
 27. Victor Ash mural
 28. Vhils mural
 29. Kunst fur Alle poster
 30. Gat Hotel

 31 . Jianping He studio
 32. Martin-Gropius-bau 
 33. Anje Jager studio
 34. Jewish Museum
 35. Holocaust Memorial
 36. Pentagram Berlin studio
 37. Tegel airport
 38. Tattoo studio

Berlin

7
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28 FEMALE STUDENTS 12 MALE STUDENTS

8 GALLERIES/MUSEUMS

11 H FLIGHT FROM
 BOSTON

DUMPLINGS!

1 BIRTHDAY

16 DESIGNERS

3 TATTOOS DONE

1 POSTER DESIGNED
MANY POSTERS BOUGHT

1 HOTEL

6 DAYS

7 LECTURES

1 MYTH BUSTED
NO POLAR BEARS

IN WARSAW

19

15

17

18

1

2

3

4

5 6

7

8

9

10

11

13

14

12
16

20

2 km / 1.2 mi

 1. Polish-Japanese Academy of 
      Information Technologies
 2. Academy of Fine Arts
 3. Palace of Culture and Science
 4. Museum of Modern Art
 5. Museum of Polish Jews POLIN
 6. Neon Museum
 7. Sobieski Hotel
 8. National Museum 
 9. Invisible Exhibition
 10. Museum of Warsaw Uprising

 

 

 1 1 . Zachęta gallery
 12 . Edipresse Publishing House
 13 . Central Train Station
 14. Airport
 15 . Poster Museum in Wilanów
 16 . Blu mural
 17 . Old Town
 18 . Warsaw Palm tree
 19. Tattoo studio
 20. Phlegm mural

Warsaw
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2 GALLERIES

3.5 H TRIP FROM 
WARSAW

2.5 H TRIP FROM 
WARSAW

1 BIRTHDAY

5 LECTURES

3 DAYS (USA STUDENTS)
1 DAY (POLISH STUDENTS)

1 POSTER DESIGNED

1 HOTEL

6 DESIGNERS MET

13 FEMALE STUDENTS 8 MALE STUDENTS

2

3

4

5

6

7

8

9

10

1
11

12

2 km / 1.2 mi

 1. ZNACZY SIĘ Foundation
 2. Museum of Modern Art MOCAK
 3. Airport
 4. Main Train Station
 5. Blu mural
 6. Oscar Schindler’s Factory

 

 

 7. Old Town
 8. “Game pub”
 9. Zbiok mural
 10. Academy of Fine Arts
 11 . Hotel
 12. Tattoo studio

 

 

Cracow
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4 TATTOOS DONE

3 DIFFERENT LOCATIONS
3 DIFFERENT CITIES

3 DIFFERENT 
ATHMOSPHERES

4 HOTELS5 BIRTHDAYS

2 FINAL ExHIBITIONS
(WARSAW & BOSTON)

14 MALE STUDENTS30 FEMALE STUDENTS

12 LECTURES
15 HOURS

21 GALLERIES/MUSEUMS

16 DAYS

25 HOURS 
OF TRAVELING

320 km / 200 mi

Berlin Warsaw

Cracow

Germany and Poland

Europe
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Natalia Łajszczak and Liwia FurgaMaciej Połczyński

Warszawa – Kraków

Boston

Berlin

Student Exhibition

PJATK
sztuki
studio

Polsko-Japońskiej Akademii Technik Komputerowych
Galeria Studio Sztuki | budynek C
ul. Koszykowa 86 | Warszawa

Massachusetts College of Art and Design
621 Huntington Ave | Boston

17.12
2015

7 pm 

16.00
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$Rich Lopez 

Warsaw
 Berlin
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$Tali Singer

Warsaw
Berlin
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$Tali Singer Berlin

$Angela Huang Berlin

$Anna Rabczuk Berlin
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$Anna Rabczuk Berlin
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$Maciej Połczyński Berlin
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$Ariel Tobing
Warsaw
Cracow
Berlin
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$Sebastian Yepes Berlin

$Mariclare Rethore Cracow$Sebastian Yepes Berlin
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$Tali Singer Berlin

$Maciej Połczyński Berlin

$Maciej Połczyński Berlin

$Maciej Połczyński Berlin
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$Maciej Połczyński Berlin



41$Mariclare Rethore
Warsaw

40
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$Liz Swanson Berlin

$Tali Singer Berlin

$Mariclare Rethore
Berlin



$Liz Swanson Berlin

$Sebastian Yepes Cracow

$Liz Swanson Berlin
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$Molly Kirk Berlin

$Sebastian Yepes Berlin

$Sebastian Yepes Berlin
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$Kate Boudreau Berlin

$Maciej Połczyński Berlin

$Anna Rabczuk Berlin
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$Angela Huang Warsaw

$Mariclare Rethore Warsaw

$Tali Singer Berlin

$Molly Kirk Cracow
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$Tali Singer 
Cracow
Warsaw
Berlin



54 55ANIL DEMIR

Graphics is not a game, but it can 
play on your imagination, just 
like hide and seek.



56 57ANGELA HUANG

I am trying to be more 
conscious of the way my 
own culture is reflected 
in my illustration. 
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60 61JULIAN KONDEJ

design process

Among dozens of common features 
of all living creatures there is 
one that is specific and unique 
to human being. That thing is 
desire to communicate. Along with 
writing other concept has started to 
be formed. 
A concept of art. 



62 63ARIEL TOBING

We, as Americans, function 
in artistic environment that 
values the lone, self made 
man, a person with an iden-
tity of their own. Illustration 
students in particular see ev-
ery work they make as a way 
to build their own personal 
brand, and cringe at the idea 
of being the unknown (albeit 
excellent) illustrator on the 
label of a beer bottle. 



64 65RICHARD LOPEZ

The group went from 
the snowy mounds of 
Boston, to somewhat 
grey skies of Warsaw, 
as well as breathtaking 
scenery from both 
Krakow and Berlin, all 
in search for our own 
fulfillments.



66 67ADELA MADEJ

First, we were strangers, 
looking at each other 
with no trust, then 
we started writing 
our own story and 
making our own map. 
Three different cities, 
hundreds of thousands 
of steps, dozens of liters 
of the beer and millions 
of captured shots. We 
are pretty much the 
same, despite the 
distance and different 
cultural background. 



68 69JAMES MEDEIROS

Another thing I was really 
influenced by was the 
use of photography and 
type in posters. The most 
interesting thing to me was 
how photography was used 
singularly, how it was used in 
combination with multiple 
other photographs, and how it 
was distorted and added to by 
the hand of the artist/designer.
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72 73ANNA RABCZUK

We have to use our eyes to 
understand what we see and 
our hands to create our own 
design.



74 75ANNA RABCZUK
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m.p.

MAŁGORZATA PISARSKA

So what would have 
happened if we tried to place 
something so characteristic 
for Japanese visual culture 
onto a completely different 
place?
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80 81MOLLY KIRK

Design is all around us, and it 
is our responsibility as artists 
and designers to make the 
world a more artful place. My 
desire to create grew with 
each artist and designer we 
met. The design was so fresh 
and effortless. Everyone was 
genuine and passionate about 
their work. While it was hard 
to reflect on my immediate 
surroundings at the time, 
I find that looking back on 
our experience one month 
later, I am able to draw some 
comparisons with the culture 
and design that we witnessed. 
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BERLIN

CRACOW

MACIEJ POŁCZYŃSKI

Berlin felt like the right place to 
be... Time spent in the city was 
very intense – studio meetings, 
museums, galleries and nightlife... 
quickly I got the impression it is
a place “for people”, which 
I hardly ever feel in Poland.

WARSAW
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This time I didn't want 
to just take nice pictures 
to show my family. 
Researching the visual 
communication was 
much more fun than just 
going to an exhibition 
without real purpose.

KATARZYNA PŁOCIŃSKA
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After visiting all 
the schools and 
studios, I felt that 
in Poland and 
Germany they 
allow more creative 
experimenting 
when it came to 
making things.

ALI STREETER



92 AMANDA GALLAGHER 93

A dream filled with the most 
inspiring people, emotional 
museums, amazing architecture, 
artistic graffiti, and so much more 
both visual and eventful.
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intnlliz.tumblr.com

 
I started to get more excited 
about this part of the trip 
as well. How on Earth had 
I missed this entire genre of 
posters?!

ELIZABETH SWANSON 9796
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People are better than places 
and places are made up of 
people. The most inspiring 
thing I took away from this 
trip was watching these  
designers doing what they love 
and they do it the way they 
want. So as Erik Spiekermann 
says, “Move fast and get shit 
done” and that is exactly what 
I will be doing, shit meaning 
art. 

CAITLIN MAVILIA
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I was inspired by the day that 
the group did not get to ride 
the hot air balloon in Berlin, 
because of the weather was 
not clear enough. Balloons 
symbolize rising, hope and 
adventure, just like taking a 
flight to a foreign country and 
getting out of your comfort 
zone. vimeo.com/127406265

BING LIN

^vimeo.com/122338614
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My interest is 
concentrated on 
capturing the spirit 
of essence living in 
moments of their 
own intangible 
existence.

JOSEPH FAKHOURY

vimeo.com/131198591
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Berlin is the design culture, 
the atmosphere gives power to 
create. 

MARTA MYSZEWSKA



106 107MARTA MYSZEWSKA AND JOSEPH FAKHOURY
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We want to enable 
everyone to share their 
interpretation on the 
paperboard next to the 
images. We wanted 
viewers to pay attention 
to the fact, that while 
looking at the seemingly 
simple items, each of 
us has his own unique 
interpretation.

AGNIESZKA GRZYB AND NATHALIE OLKO
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Berlin seems to be a rapidly 
changing city. Overlooking 
the skyline you could see 
cranes everywhere, evidence 
of new developments. 

JESS PURDY



112 113JOSHUA HERNANDEZ

Design eventually started appearing 
not just in the studios, but in my 
surroundings. It really opened my 
eyes to how much of it exists and 
how me as a designer has such a 
powerful position in society. 
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116 117NATALIA ŁAJSZCZAK

A city space full of 
messages. Posters, ads, 
graffiti, tags... they 
all are invitations, 
manifests or opinions. 
I used the letters from 
various canals of visual 
communication and 
made posters which 
show the dynamic of the 
city. 
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120 KAMILA RATAJCZAK AND ADAM KULESZA

Each city moulds it in a different 
shape, but yet, they are all 
connected with the same desire and 
need for aesthetics and art.

vimeo.com/147309528



KRYSTYNA ENGELMAYER-URBAŃSKA

vimeo.com/146763335

Continuous line draw-
ings of figures all over 
the Warsaw made 
during one long walk.

123122



124 125LIWIA FURGA

We subconsciously represent the 
model of modern hunter-gatherers. 
We collect memories, as well as 
visual data and shoot to find the  
best possible ways to keep them for 
good. 
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128 129TALI STREETER

I learned that when you are 
in an environment that does 
not speak the same language 
it opens up an entire new 
experience. Even though, 
when you are trying to 
communicate and you are not 
speaking the same language, 
as humans we still make it 
work. 

vimeo.com/147315067



130 131SEBASTIAN YEPES

In our presentations at 
Polish-Japanese Academy of 
Information Technologies it 
was obvious that elements 
such as exploration and 
getting out of your comfort 
zone were part of the 
ingredients these individuals 
used in order to successfully 
accomplish their goals. 

vimeo.com/147577201



132 133JULIA POTOCKA

In conclusion, 'although 
visual communication my 
seem like a stack of tangles, 
like every working means 
of expression, it has certain 
rules to obey'. 
The cut outs were chosen on 
the basis of colours, shapes 
and the meaning they have 
for me.



134 135LYNN HONG

One of the reasons why I love 
architecture is that an architect 
can interact with visitors long 
after he or she died. Virtue of 
great architecture is conveying 
the architect’s idea or purpose 
of the building to the audience 
clearly.
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 %Bing Lin

 %Sebastian Yepes
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%Ali Streeter

 %Sebastian Yepes



146 147

%Adela Madej

%Caitlin Mavilia

%Tali Singer

%Natalia Łajszczak



148 149%Jess Purdy

Lynn Hong

%Ariel Tobing
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%Natalia Łajszczak

%Amanda Gallagher

%Amanda Gallagher
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%Jess Purdy

%Jess Purdy
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Bing Lin

 %Bing Lin

 %Ariel Tobing
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%Natalia Łajszczak



160 161%Liz Swanson

%Tali Singer

Natalia Łajszczak

%Tali Singer

%Jess Purdy
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%Kate Boudreau

%Mariclare Rethore

 %Bing Lin

%Caitlin Mavilia
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%Ariel Tobing

%Mariclare Rethore
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